
APPALCHIAN LOCAL PASTORS SCHOOL     COURSE OF STUDY (ALPS-MTH COS)
COS  522  
THEOLOGY IN THE CONTEMPORARY CHURCH
DR. KEN A. RAMSEY, INSTRUCTOR 
Mail:  118 Circle Drive    Bridgeport WV 26330    E-Mail:  kenram@aol.com 

DESCRIPTION:
This course covers significant individuals, movements, events, and theological developments from the 19th century to the present. Special attention will be given to the development of theology as it impacts the contemporary church today. 
TEXTS:
Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, Second Edition published by Eerdmans
John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Deconstruct? published by Baker Academic

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS (Also called “Pre-Work”)

1. Write a 2-3 page paper in which you identify and elaborate on the four questions of theology highlighted by Migliore. Explain and expand your own view on which questions you find to be most important and why.
2. Write a 2-3 page paper summarizing Migliore’s presentation of the three influential methods of theology, explaining in detail which method seems to fit your theology the best.
3. Write a 2-3 page paper identifying and describing the five principles of Christology, as explained by Migliore, with expanded reflection on which two you find most helpful in your doing of theology.
4. Write a 4-6 page paper on the classical affirmations of the person and work of Jesus Christ as outlined by Migliore. This will include ample descriptions and discussion of:
a. The three affirmations of classical Christology.
b. The four types of union of the divine/human present in Christ.
c. A discussion of the theories of atonement presented with special reflection on which theory you most identify with and why.
5. After reading the text by Caputo write a 3-4 page paper (based on your understanding and reading of his overall theme) in which you answer the question:  What beliefs/elements/themes/practices currently present in my church might need to be “deconstructed” in order to better present and “construct” the message of the Kingdom of God in my community and/or region? 




POLICY AND PROCEDURES:

· Class sessions are required for the week or on both class weekends (if taking weekend courses).   Your instructor will email you a welcome letter prior to the first class session.   Email your instructor if you do not receive your welcome letter by email by 7 days prior to the first class  session.  The class syllabus may only list major written assignments.  Other assignments may be given such as group discussion topics, readings, etc.   All  courses include required prework, zoom class sessions on weekends if applicable,  and written assignments. Hybrid courses will  include videos to watch and/or partner discussions, and handouts. 

· Prework is required for all COS courses.  Prework must be MAILED to the instructor and postmarked 10 days prior to the class session--unless an earlier date for Prework is specified in the syllabus.  MAIL your prework to the instructor sooner than 10 days ahead if it is finished.  The 10 days allows for slow mail and grading prior to your first weekend class.  Priority mail provides you with a tracking number.  Do not send it “signature required”. 

· Normal church duties do not constitute a reason for a Pre-work Extension.  Extensions for late prework for health emergencies, etc. may only be granted BY Dr. Nye by email bnye34@gmail.com .  Withdrawals or changes must be addressed to Dr Nye. 

· Order textbooks as soon as you register at least 45 days prior to class (if possible 3-6 months prior to class), so you have adequate time to process your registration and do your prework on time.

          
These policy and procedures including writing expectations, assignment deadlines, and other general course information can be found on the ALPS website.  A class outline and lecture notes will be distributed at the first class session. 










